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Humans have entered a new era called the Anthropocene because man has
had a significant impact on the Earth and its inhabitants. There is a wide range
of initiatives to address environmental issues. A significant part of envi-
ronmental projects is carried out by volunteers.

The purpose of this work is to describe our experience of environmental
volunteering. The work is devoted to the description of the Tomsk student vol-
unteer community «New ERA”, and our participation in its environmental pro-
jects. The purpose of the community is to promote the environmental edu-
cation of students and residents of Tomsk.

Our work is also aimed at raising awareness and concern about the envi-
ronmental problems of the Tomsk region and the role of environmental vol-
unteers in solving them. The results of the round table “Development of envi-
ronmental volunteerism in the Tomsk region”, which was held by our com-
munity together with leading ecologists of Tomsk and representatives of envi-
ronmental organizations, are presented.

Besides, the work contains the results of the plastic-watching that took
place in September 2020. Plastic-watching is a Greenpeace project to assess
plastic pollution on coasts and beaches. It is a small ecological expedition, and
its participants search for garbage in a limited natural area and count it. The
purpose of plastic-watching is to determine which single-use plastic most often
pollutes nature and harms its inhabitants.
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