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The paper examines the genesis and functions of the Oriental motif of Mahomet’s
pitcher in his perception of epilepsy. Mahomet’s pitcher is one of the most remarkable
Oriental images, representing the specificity of Dostoevsky’s Orientalism. In his works this
image appears explicitly in The Idiot (1868) and Demons (1871–1872), implicitly in his
notebooks of 1864s–1865s years, and as a hidden motif in the image of Smerdyakov in The
Brothers Karamazov (1879–1880), which, without doubts, is indicative of a well-
established literary motif. The main sources for this motif were Mahomet and His Succes-
sors (1849) by W. Irving in the Russian translation of 1857, ohammed der Prophet, sein
Leben und seine Lehre (1843), by G. Weil, On Heroes, Hero-Worship and the Heroic in
History (1841) by T. Carlyle. The underlying source for the motif complex of epilepsy,
Mahomet and the epiphany of existence in Russian literature was A. Pushkin’s poem The
Prophet (1826). In this paper the author makes an assumption about the proximity between
the images of Mahomet and the persona in The Prophet in terms of epilepsy literary recep-
tion, which was very important for Dostoevsky. The most important function of this motif
is that of identification. In its turn, it determines the others: narrative (participation in the
development of storylines), intertextual (linking with other Dostoevsky’s works and Rus-
sia, Oriental and Western literary traditions), philosophical (a new look at the spatial-
temporal organization of the world) and ethical (participation in solving the problem of true
and false statements).
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