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The article describes the history of the horse household at the royal court in the Moscow State of
the XVI–XVII centuries. The study marks the magnificence of the Moscow court horses and pomp of
royal equipages. The emphasis is on the most solemn horse ceremonies: tsarina equipages and equi-
pages on the occasion of meeting ambassadors. The study notes that ambassador meetings were held
with many thousands troops of horsemen. The article also describes the policy of Tsar Fedor Aleksee-
vich, according to which the number of horses at court circle equipages was limited. The size of royal
stables and its composition are determined. The study analyzes the importance of domestic and foreign
breed, as well as non-breed horses for everyday life of the Russian aristocracy. The article gives a
detailed description of various rare breeds of horses that were in the main and spare royal stables. The
hierarchy of the color of royal horses and features of their appearance are determined, as well as ways
of import of foreign horses, the amount and quality of horse trade in Muscovy. The main principles
and  features  of  the  dressage  of  royal  horses,  performances  of  the  horse  circus  that  took  place  at  the
court of Tsar Fedor Alekseevich are described. The study notes the differences in the work of the rider
and vehicle-riding horses, including horses for the service of solemn ceremonies at the royal court, as
well as combat, coach and sleigh horses. Harnesses typical for the Moscow State are described. The
article explores the history of horse racings as the main principle of selection of the best quality horses
for royal stables. Among them, it describes war games, horse races, harnesses races, confrontations of
horse riders and shooting of riders at a target at full gallop. The study also describes specific equip-
ment of a Moscow rider, mentions their love of horses and riding. The study notes the continuity of the
riding training system established in Muscovy in the XVI–XVII centuries. The role and place of minia-
ture horse breeds in the everyday life of royal children are determined, as well as the role and place of
horse toys in the education of royal children. It notes that tsarevitches first sat on a horse no later than
at the age of one; wooden “funny horses” of their size were made specifically for that. In conclusion,
the article analyzes remnants of archaic rituals involving horses in a solemn ceremony of a child’s first
haircut that indicated not only a change in their age status, but also symbolized dedication to the mili-
tary rank. It sums up works, according to which the horse was one of the most prestigious attributes of
royal power.

References

1. Vitt, V.O. (1952) Iz istorii russkogo konnozavodstva [From the history of Russian horse breed-
ing]. Moscow: Sel'khozgiz.

2. Kunitsyn, M.N. (1976) Aleksandrova sloboda: istoricheskiy ocherk [Aleksandrova Sloboda: A
historical sketch]. Yaroslavl: Verkh.-Volzh. kn. izd-vo.

3. Khitenkov, G.G. (1972) Iz istorii konnozavodstva [From the history of horse breeding]. In:
Barmintsev, Yu.N. (ed.) Konnozavodstvo i konnyy sport [Horse breeding and equestrian sport]. Mos-
cow: Kolos. pp. 125–10.

4. Kozhevnikov, E.V. & Gurevich, D.Ya. (1990) Otechestvennoe konevodstvo: istoriya, sovre-
mennost', problemy [Russian horse breeding: Past, present, and problems]. Moscow: Agropromizdat.

5. Kurskaya, V.A. (2016) Istoriya loshadi v istorii chelovechestva [The history of the horse in the
history of mankind]. Moscow: Lomonosov.

6. Kotoshikhin, G.K. (1884) O Rossii v tsarstvovanie Alekseya Mikhaylovicha [About Alexei
Mikhailovich’s Russia]. St. Petersburg: Archeographic Commission.

7. Kostomarov, N.I. (1860) Ocherk domashney zhizni i nravov velikorusskogo naroda v XVI i
XVII stoletiyakh [An essay of domestic life and manners of Russian people in the 16th and 17th centu-
ries]. St. Petersburg.

8. Anon. (1940) Rassuzhdenie o delakh moskovskikh Franchesko T'epolo [Francesco Tiepolo on
the Moscow affairs]. Istoricheskiy Arkhiv. 3. pp. 305–388.

9. Carlyle, Ch. (1879) Opisanie Moskovii pri relyatsiyakh gr. Karleylya [Carlyle’s description of
Muscovy]. Istoricheskaya biblioteka. 5. pp. 1–46.

10. Margeret, G. (2007) Sostoyanie Rossiyskoy imperii. Zh. Marzheret v dokumentakh i issledo-
vaniyakh: (Teksty, kommentarii, stat'i) [The status of the Russian Empire. Jacques Margeret in docu-
ments and studies: (Texts, comments, articles)]. Moscow: Yazyki slavyanskikh kul'tur.



. 182

11. Mayerberg, A. (1874) Puteshestvie v Moskoviyu barona Avgustina Mayerberga [Baron
Augustine Mayerberg’s travel to Muscovy]. Moscow: Imperial Society of Russian History and Antiq-
uities of the Moscow University.

12. Razdorskiy, A.I. (2011) Konskaya torgovlya Moskvy v XVII v. (po materialam tamozhennykh
knig 1629 i 1630 gg.) [Horse Trade in Moscow in the 17th century (based on the books of customs in
1629 and 1630)]. Moscow: Staraya Basmannaya.

13. Litwin, M. (1994) O nravakh tatar, litovtsev i moskvityan [About customs of Tatars, Lithuani-
ans and Muscovites]. Translated by V.I. Matuzova. Moscow: Moscow State University.

14. Odintsov, G.F. (1980) Iz istorii gippologicheskoy leksiki v russkom yazyke [From the history
of hippological vocabulary in Russian]. Moscow: Nauka.

15. Yuzefovich, L.A. (2007) Put' posla: Russkiy posol'skiy obychay. Obikhod. Etiket. Tseremo-
nial [The way of an ambassador: The Russian embassy custom. Everyday life. Etiquette. Ceremonial].
St. Petersburg: Ivan Limbakh.

16. Barmintsev, Yu.N., Fomin, A.B. & Sorokina, I.I. (1972) Proiskhozhdenie konskikh porod
[The origin of horse breeds]. In: Barmintsev, Yu.N. (ed.) Konnozavodstvo i konnyy sport [Horse breed-
ing and equestrian sport]. Moscow: Kolos. pp. 27–123.

17. Aristov, N.Ya. (2011) Promyshlennost' drevney Rusi [Industry of Old Rus]. Moscow:
Knizhnyy dom Librokom.

18. Pelgrzhimovskiy-Pelesh, I. (1850) Opisanie posol'stva L'va Sapegi v Moskvu v 1600 g. [De-
scription of Leo Sapieha Embassy in Moscow in 1600]. Translated by I. Shpilevsky. Zhurnal Minister-
stva narodnogo prosveshcheniya. 68. pp. 91–122.

19. Korb, I.G. (1906) Dnevnik puteshestviya v Moskoviyu (1698 i 1699 gg.) [A diary of a journey
to Muscovy (1698 and 1699)]. Translated by A. Malein. St. Petersburg: A.S. Suvorin.

20. Gurevich, D.Ya. (2001) Spravochnik po konnomu sportu i konevodstvu [Directory of eques-
trian sport and horse breeding]. Moscow: Tsentrpoligraf.

21. Koyett, B. (1900) Posol'stvo Kunraada fan Klenka k tsaryam Alekseyu Mikhaylovichu i
Feodoru Alekseevichu [Embassy of Kunraad fan Klenk to Alexei Mikhailovich and Feodor Aleksee-
vich]. St. Petersburg: [s.n.].

22. Markov, M.I. (1887) Istoriya konnitsy: v 5 ch. [The history of the cavalry: In 5 parts]. Tver:
F.S. Muraviev.

23. Zabelin, I.E. (2014) Domashniy byt russkikh tsarey v XVI i XVII stoletiyakh [The home life of
Russian tsars in the 16th and 17th centuries]. Moscow: Institut russkoy tsivilizatsii.

24. Topychkanov, A.V. (2004) Povsednevnaya zhizn' dvortsovogo sela Izmaylova v dokumentakh
prikaznoy izby posledney chetverti XVII v. [The daily life of Izmailovo in documents of the Mandative
Office in the late 17th century]. Moscow: Moskovskie uchebniki i kartolitografiya. pp. 101–130.

25. Parry, V. (1899) Proezd chrez Rossiyu persidskogo posol'stva v 1599–1600 gg. [Trip through
Russia by the Persian Embassy in 1599–1600]. Chteniya v Obshchestve istorii i drevnostey rossiy-
skikh. 4. pp. 3–10.

26. Vunderer, I.D. (1994) Puteshestvie po Danii, Rossii i Shvetsii s 1589 po 1590 gody [A travel
to Denmark, Russia and Sweden from 1589 to 1590]. In: Morozkina, E.N. [ed.] Shchit i zodchiy:
Putevoditel' po drevnemu Pskovu [The Shield and Architect: A Guide to Ancient Pskov]. Pskov:
Otchina. pp. 33–39.

27. Reytenfels, Ya. (1997) Skazaniya svetleyshemu gertsogu Toskanskomu Koz'me Tret'emu o
Moskovii [Tales of Muscovy told to His Highness Duke of Tuscany Kozma the Third]. In: Rode, A.,
Meyerberg, A., Collins, S. & Reytenfels, J. Utverzhdenie dinastii [Adoption of the dynasty]. Moscow:
Rita-Print.

28. Tran, A. (2007) Dnevnik Andersa Trany: 1655–1656 [Anders Tran’s Diary: 1655–1656].
Translated by A. Galinova. Velikiy Novgorod: Novgorod State University.

29. Milton, J. (1875) Moskoviya Dzhona Mil'tona [Milton’s Muscovy]. Moscow: Katkov & K.
30. Oleariy, A. (2003) Opisanie puteshestviya v Moskoviyu [Travel to Muscovy]. Translated from

German by A.M. Lovyagin. Smolensk: Rusich.
31. Setarov, D.S. (1981) Tyurkizmy v russkikh nazvaniyakh loshadey [Turkisms names of Rus-

sian horses]. Sovetskaya tyurkologiya. 6. pp. 16–32.
32. Nemoevsky, S. (1991) Zapiski Stanislava Nemoevskogo [Notes by Stanislaus Nemoevsky].

In: Sukhman, M.M. (ed.) Inostrantsy o drevney Moskve. Moskva XV–XVII vekov [Foreigners about
ancient Moscow: Moscow of the 15th–17th centuries]. Moscow: Stolitsa.



 « »  XVI–XVII . 183

33. Kobentsel, J. (1842) Pis'mo Ioanna Kobentselya o Rossii XVI veka [John Kobentsel’s letter
about Russia of the 16th century]. Translated from Latin by Dombrovsky. Zhurnal ministerstva narod-
nogo prosveshcheniya. 35. pp. 127–153.

34. Ustryalov, N.G. (1831) Skazaniya sovremennikov o Dmitrii Samozvantse [Contemporary tales
about Dmitry the Pretender]. Part 1. St. Petersburg: Imperial Russian Academy.

35. Ustryalov, N.G. (1832) Skazaniya sovremennikov o Dmitrii Samozvantse [Contemporary tales
about Dmitry the Pretender]. Part 2. St. Petersburg: Imperial Russian Academy.

36. Fletcher, J. (1906) O gosudarstve russkom, ili Obraz pravleniya russkogo tsarya [On the Rus-
sian state, or the form of government of the Russian tsar]. Translated from English. St. Petersburg:
A.S. Suvorin.

37. Palmkvist, E. (2012) Zametki o Rossii, sdelannye Erikom Pal'mkvistom v 1674 godu [Notes
on Russia by Eric Palmkvist in 1674]. Translated by G. Kovalenko. Moscow: Lomonosov.

38. Dianova, E.V. & Fedoseenko, O.A. (eds) “Poltsarstva za konya…”: Loshad' v mirovoy
kul'ture: Katalog vystavki. Proizvedeniya iz sobraniya Gosudarstvennogo Ermitazha [“My Kingdom
for a horse . . .”: The horse in world culture: Tthe exhibition catalog. Works from the State Hermitage].
Kazan: Slaviya.

39. Sobolevskiy, A.I. (1903) Perevodnaya literatura Moskovskoy Rusi XIV–XVII vv. [Translated
literature in the Moscow Russia of the 14th – 17th centuries]. St. Petersburg: Imperial Academy of
Sciences.

40. Nazarenko, I.I. (1956) Nekotorye rukopisnye istochniki po zootekhnii XVII–XVIII vekov
[Some handwritten sources for zootechnics in the 17th – 18th centuries]. Voprosy istorii estest-
voznaniya i tekhniki. 1. pp. 235–241.

41. Chernaya, L.A. (2013) Povsednevnaya zhizn' moskovskikh gosudarey v XVII veke [The daily
life of Muscovy tsars in the 17th century]. Moscow: Molodaya gvardiya.

42. Yukhimenko, E.M. (2004) Slovar' knizhnikov i knizhnosti Drevney Rusi [A Dictionary of the
Scribes and Literature of Ancient Russia]. Issue 3. St. Petersburg: Dmitriy Bulanin.

43. Sedov, P.V. (1995) Detskie gody tsarya Fedora Alekseevicha [Early years of Tsar Fedor
Alekseevich]. In: Lobachev, S.V. & Lavrov, A.S. (eds) Srednevekovaya Rus' [Medieval  Russia].  St.
Petersburg: St. Petersburg State University. pp. 77–93.

44. Goltzius, H. (1578) Equile Joannis Austriaci Caroli V Jmp. F. Amsterdam: Philips Galle.
45. Sedov, P.V. (2006) Zakat Moskovskogo tsarstva: Tsarskiy dvor kontsa XVII veka [The decline

of the Moscow kingdom: The royal court in the late 17th century]. St. Petersburg: Dmitriy Bulanin.
46. Myasnov, P.N. (2011) O konskikh ristaniyakh i skakovykh loshadyakh [About horse battles

and racehorses]. Moscow: Knizhnyy dom Librokom.
47. Contarini, A. (1971) Puteshestvie v Persiyu [A Journey to Persia]. In: Skrzhinskaya, E.Ch.

(eds) Barbaro i Kontarini v Rossii: k istorii italo-russkikh svyazey XV v. [Barbaro and Contarini in
Russia: The history of the Italo-Russian relations in the 15th century]. Leningrad: Nauka. pp. 210–247.

48. Iovy, P. (1997) Kniga o posol'stve Vasiliya, velikogo knyazya Moskovskogo k pape Klimentu
VII [A book of Embassy, of Basil, Grand Duke of Moscow, to Pope Clement VII]. In: Kudryavtsev,
O.F. (ed.) Rossiya v pervoy polovine XVI v.: vzglyad iz Evropy [Russia in the first half of the 16th
century]. Moscow: Russkiy mir. pp. 255–306.

49. Foskarino, M. (1991) Donesenie o Moskovii vtoroy poloviny XVI veka [A report of Muscovy
of the late 16th century]. Sukhman, M.M. (ed.) Inostrantsy o drevney Moskve. Moskva XV–XVII vekov
[Foreigners about ancient Moscow: Moscow of the 15th–17th centuries]. Moscow: Stolitsa.

50. Gorbunov, B.V. (2014) Traditsiya konnykh sostyazaniy – vazhneyshiy komponent narodnoy
kul'tury russkogo etnosa [The tradition of equestrian competitions – an essential component of the folk
culture of the Russian ethnos]. Rossiyskiy nauchnyy mir. 2(4). pp. 56–90.

51. De Erlezunda, P.P. (1867) Istoriya o Velikom Knyazhestve Moskovskom [The history of the
Grand Duchy of Moscow]. In: Chteniya v Imperatorskom obshchestve istorii i drevnostey rossiyskikh
[Readings of the Imperial Society of Russian History and Antiquities]. Vol. 2. Moscow: Universitet-
skaya tipografiya. pp. 343–578.

52. Herberstein, S. (1988) Zapiski o Moskovii [Notes on Muscovy]. Translated from German by
A.I. Malein, A.V. Nazarenko. Moscow: Moscow State University.

53. Guagnini, A. (1997) Opisanie Moskovii [Description of Muscovy]. Moscow: Greko-latinskiy
kabinet Yu.A. Shichalina.

54. Turbervill, J. (1990) Poslaniya iz Rossii [Messages from Russia]. In: Horsey, J. Zapiski o
Rossii. XVI – nachalo XVII v. [Notes on Russia. The 16th – early 17th centuries]. Translated from
English by A.A. Sevastyanova. Moscow: Moscow State University. pp. 245–275.



. 184

55. Platonov, O.A. (ed.) Domostroy. Poucheniya i nastavleniya vsyakomu khristianinu [Domos-
troy. Nurture and admonition to every Christian]. Moscow: Institut russkoy tsivilizatsii: Rodnaya
strana. pp. 255–285.

56. Kolesov, V.V. (1990) Domostroy [Domostroy]. Moscow: Sovetskaya Rossiya.
57. Belyakova, E.V. (2015) [Instructions to young priest in the East Slavic tradition]. Kom-

pleksnyy podkhod v izuchenii Drevney Rusi [Integrated approach to the study of Old Rus]. Proc. of the
Eighth International Conference. Moscow. pp. 14–15. (In Russian).

58. Rybakov, B.A. (1987) Yazychestvo drevney Rusi [Paganism of Ancient Rus]. Moscow:
Nauka.

59. Kotlyarevskiy, A.A. (1868) O pogrebal'nykh obychayakh yazycheskikh slavyan [About the
burial customs of the pagan Slavs]. Moscow: [s.n.].

60. Jenkinson, A. (1937) Puteshestvie iz Londona v Moskvu 1557–1558 gg. [Travel from London
to Moscow 1557–1558]. In: Rubinshteyn N.L. (ed.) Angliyskie puteshestvenniki v Moskovskom gosu-
darstve v XVI veke [English travelers in the Moscow State in the 16th century]. Translated from Eng-
lish by Yu.V. Gotie. Moscow: Sotsekgiz. pp. 67–80.

61. Massa, I. (1937) Kratkoe izvestie o Moskovii v nachale XVII v. [Brief news of Muscovy in the
early 17th century]. Translated by A. Morozov. Moscow: Sotsekgiz.

62. De la Neuville. (1996) Zapiski o Moskovii [Notes on Muscovy]. Translated from French by A.
Lavrov. Moscow: Allegro-press.

63. Astasheva, N.I. & Murasheva, V.V. (2003) Kon' i vsadnik: Vzglyad skvoz' veka: katalog vys-
tavki [Horse and Rider: A look through the ages: The exhibition catalog]. Moscow: GIM.

64. Komarov, I.A. (2002) Gosudareva Oruzheynaya palata: Sto predmetov iz sobraniya rossiy-
skikh imperatorov [Sovereign Armory: One hundred items from the collection of Russian emperors].
St. Petersburg: Atlant.

65. Viktorov, A.E. (1883) Opisanie zapisnykh knig i bumag starinnykh dvortsovykh prikazov
1613–1725 gg. [A description of record books and documents of ancient royal orders of 1613–1725].
Issue 2. Moscow: [s.n.].

66. Vishnevskaya, I.I. et al. (eds) (1996) Posol'skie dary [Ambassadorial gifts]. Moscow: Kras-
naya ploshchad'.

67. Aleppskiy, P. (1898) Puteshestvie antiokhiyskogo patriarkha Makariya v Moskvu v seredine
XVII v. [Travel of the Patriarch of Antioch Macarius in Moscow in the middle of the 17th century].
Vol. 3. Translated from Arabic by G. Murkos. Moscow: [s.n.].

68. Bogomolov, S.N. (1848) O znachenii slova: varyag, kazak, ross i ret, ili Kak dolzhno poni-
mat' eti slova v istorii [About the meaning of the word: Varyag, Cossack, Ross and Ret, or how we
should understand these words in the history]. Tiflis: [s.n.].




