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Since the first Summer Olympics in 1896 and until 1990, major international mega-sporting
events (IMSEs) had been mostly hosted in developed economies with only ten exceptions (20% of
occurrences), two in communist countries (Moscow 1980, Sarajevo, 1984) and eight in emerging or
developing economies. The trend has changed during the past three decades.

Working on a sample of comparable of 18 IMSEs from 1990 to 2021 (217 observations), it is
observed that, indeed, there is a move in IMSE location toward emerging economies, in particular
to the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) and to a much lesser extent toward post-
communist transitional economies and developing (less-developed) countries.

From basic economic data collected it appears that the relocation of IMSEs in the world is fol-
lowing the path of economic development, more or less mitigated by the economic size of host
countries. When they are not located in developed countries, IMSEs are hosted in emerging econo-
mies with, on average, an increasing GDP per inhabitant over time. The latter are big countries in
terms of population (more than 100 million inhabitants on average) and of an increasing market size
(GDP in million dollars). The minimal level of economic development and economic size of those
countries which have been chosen by sport governing bodies (IOC, FIFA, etc.) for hosting their
IMSEs are way beyond what developing countries can offer as potential hosts; this is not without
concern about the ‘dream’ of relocating IMSEs in less developed Third World economies.

A final part of the paper checks (using the Transparency International Index of perceived cor-
ruption) that, since 1995, a number of IMSEs have been hosted in economies perceived as highly
corrupt, which does not mean that corruption is always a determinant of their location; but in some
cases corruption must have played a significant role.

References

1. Andreff W. (2001), The correlation between economic underdevelopment and sport, European Sport Management
Quarterly, 1(4), 251-279.

2. Andreff W. (2013), Economic development as major determinant of Olympic medal wins: predicting performances
of Russian and Chinese teams at Sochi Games, International Journal of Economic Policy in Emerging Economies,
6(4), 314-340.

3. Andreff W. (2017), New-Wave Emerging Multinational Companies: The Determinants of Their Outward Foreign
Direct Investment, Chinese Business Review, 16(2), 55-81.

4. Andreff W. (2020), The economic determinants of the Olympics performance in Communist and post-Communist
countries, in W. Andreff, ed., Comparative Economic Studies in Europe: A Thirty Year Review, Cham: Palgrave
Macmillan, 377-412.

5. Matheson V.A., D. Schwab & P. Koval (2018), Corruption in the bidding, construction and organisation of mega-
events: An analysis of the Olympics and World Cup, in: M. Breuer & D. Forrest, eds., The Palgrave Handbook on
the Economics of Manipulation in Sport, Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 257-78.

6. Scelles N., W. Andreff, L. Bonnal, M. Andreff & P. Favard (2020), Forecasting National Medal Totals at the Sum-
mer Olympic Games Reconsidered, Social Science Quarterly, 101 (2), 697-711.

! Honorary Professor, University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne; President of the Scientific Council at the Observatory
of the sports economy, French Ministry of Sports; 2019 Chelladurai Award of the European Association of Sport Man-
agement; Honorary President of the International Association of Sports Economics and of the European Sports Eco-
nomics Association.



